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Education Credit Union Attends Over 45 Back-To-School Events Across the Texas Panhandle in 
Support of Local Teachers 

AMARILLO, TX – (August 2026) Education Credit Union (ECU) is proud to announce its participation 
in 49 back-to-school events throughout the Texas Panhandle, helping support local teachers as they 
prepare for a successful new school year. 
 
Through these events, employees and volunteers from ECU connected with more than 12,000 educators, 
administrators and school support staff across the region. ECU provided meals at many of these events 
and gave away Owala-style water bottles to each attendee. It also shared information about New Teacher 
Loans, Back-To-School Loans, and Pocket Change Grants, providing support to teachers who play an 
essential role in strengthening their students. 
 
“The month of August is a joyous time for us at Education Credit Union,” Lisa Bentley, ECU’s Business 
and Development Specialist, said. “We have the honor of celebrating our schools, campuses, teachers, 
and staff across the Texas Panhandle. Celebrating our school employees is a token of our gratitude and 
appreciation for the dedication and love they give our students.” 
 
The back-to-school events included all-staff convocations, new employee trainings, resource fairs, teacher 
conferences and community celebrations. From Gruver to Happy, from Vega to Wheeler, and numerous 
schools in between, ECU reaffirmed its commitment to supporting education and making a positive local 
impact. 
 
“We were founded in 1935 by teachers, for teachers,” said ECU CEO and President Marcus Smith. 
“Though our membership has grown over the years, our educators still hold a special place in our heart. 
Teachers dedicate so much of their time and energy to helping students succeed. We are blessed to stand 
alongside them and show our appreciation for the important work they do every day.” 
 
As a community-focused financial institution, Education Credit Union remains committed to helping 
local families, educators, and organizations thrive. ECU looks forward to continuing its partnerships with 
area schools and supporting teachers throughout the 2026 – 2027 school year. 
 

- MORE- 
 

About Education Credit Union: Founded in 1935, Education Credit Union (ECU) has a rich history of 
serving its community with a steadfast commitment to financial prosperity and well-being. With assets 

exceeding $472 million, ECU proudly serves over 40,000 members across 11 locations in the Texas 
Panhandle, including Amarillo, Canyon, Stinnett, Borger, and Bushland. Offering a wide range of 

financial products and services such as checking and savings accounts, loans, and financial coaching, 
ECU is dedicated to meeting the diverse needs of its members. Deeply embedded in the communities it 
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serves, ECU’s mission, “To Love Our People With Smarter Banking,” and its vision, “To Be People That 
Love People Into Financial Prosperity,” reflect its core value of “People First, Impact Always!” For more 

information, please visit our website at educationcu.com.  
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